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After 28 years with the Vermont Department of Forests,
Parks, and Recreation, including 15 years as the Addison

County Forester, I recently accepted a position at the University
of Vermont's Rubenstein School of Natural Resources. While I
will continue as VFF's part-time Director ofFamily Forestry, I
will also serve as Director ofUVM's new Green Forestry
Education Initiative.

Several years back, the Rubenstein School recognized a need to
change the focus ofits forestry program to meet new forest con-
servation challenges. At one time, forest management focused on
the careful cultivation of forests for human benefits, emphasizing
"wise use" and "sustained yield." With increased understanding of
forest ecosystems, coupled with increased demands and stresses
upon those ecosystems, we now understand that forest conserva-
tion education needs to focus more attention on all ofthe ele-
ments offorest ecosystem health,as well as on human interac-
tions with forests. This is a tall order.

In A Sand County Almanac (1949),Aldo Leopold wrote, "Health
is the capacity ofthe land for selfrenewal. Conservation is our effort to
understand and preserve this capacity." No one before or since made
the role of the conservationist more clear. First,healthy land is
fully capable of taking care of itself, as long as the ecological
functions and values by which the land maintains itselfare left
intact.Second,conservation requires a knowledge of and respect
for the complexity of ecology. And third, conservation requires
that any activity to provide for human needs be tempered by a
deep respect for forest ecosystems.

The Green Forestry Education Initiative's mission is to integrate
sustainable design, land ethics, and real-world learning in the conservation of
forest communities. Although the initial focus ofthis Green Forestry

effort will be students at the Rubenstein School,I hope the initia-
tive will grow well beyond the school and involve active collabo-
ration within the larger forestry community.

Sustainable design
In the context of The Green Forestry Education Initiative
(GFEI), sustainable design means that forest conservation will be
at once ecologically sustainable, economically viable, and socially
responsible. To this end,GFEI has adopted the Montreal
Process's seven criteria guiding forest conservation practices in
temperate and boreal forests.

Land ethic
Aldo Leopold first identified the need for a land ethic. He sug-
gested that, just as relationships with other human beings must
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David’s last day as Addison County Forester, May 9,2005.
“Through the Green Forestry Education Initiative, students will apply the 

principles offorest conservatin on the ground.”



News From the Forest page 2

Vermont Family Forests™ is a
non-profit education organiza-
tion whose mission is to 
conserve the health ofthe 
forest community and,when
appropriate, to promote the care-
ful cultivation of local 
family forests for community
benefit. We accomplish this 
mission through public 
education, forest certification,
and research and demonstration
projects.

News From the Forest is published
quarterly by Vermont Family
Forests™.To subscribe to News
from the Forest, please email us at
info@familyforests.org or call
453-7728.Call us or visit our
website at www.familyforests.org
for more information on VFF's
programs.

STAFF
Sandra Murphy, Director of

Education

David Brynn,Director ofFamily
Forestry

BOARD OF DIRECT ORS
Paul Ralston,President
John Elder
Christopher McGrory Klyza
Jonathan Corcoran
David Brynn

ADVISOR
Deb Brighton

Vermont Family Forests™
PO Box 254  Bristol,VT  05443
p. (802) 453-7728
f. (802) 453-7729
info@familyforests.org

VERM ONT
FAMIL Y
FORESTSTM

Family Forestry (continued from page 1)

David Brynn is VFF’s Founder and
Director ofFamily Forestry. 

be guided by moral standards, so too should the human relationship with land."It is inconceivable
to me that an ethical relation to land can exist without love, respect, and admiration for land, and a high regard
for its value. By value, I of course mean something far broader than mere economic value; I mean value in the
philosophical sense." (1949) 

Describing the nature of an ethical relationship with the land is no small task.The Center for
Whole Communities in Fayston,Vermont,recently published Measures ofHealth: Describing and
Measuring the Ethics and Ecology ofHealthy Whole Communitiesto assist in this process. The ten cri-
teria in Measures ofHealthcreate a framework for describing the nature of relationships in forest
communities. The Green Forestry Education Initiative has adopted them as a way to evaluate
our work. These measures include:

•  Stewardship 
•  Teaching and storytelling 
•  Strengthening connections between land and people
•  Fostering responsibility for the whole landscape
•  Healthy habitat for people
•  Civic engagement and social capital
•  Justice and fairness
•  History
•  Healthy natural lands, biodiversity, and landscape scale conservation
•  Process and relationships.

Real-world learning.
John Dewey (1859-1952) was a UVM graduate who identified the importance ofapplying theo-
ries and principles in actual situations to achieve real understanding and learning. In Experience
and Nature, he wrote, "Without application, principles and ideals have no bearing and no test."Through
the Green Forestry Education Initiative, students will apply the principles offorest conservation
on the ground.This work will start at the 500-acre Rubenstein School Forest at Jericho and will
include writing forest conservation plans, implementing ecological restoration and vegetation
manipulation, designing access, developing and implementing systems for monitoring ecological
health,and establishing demonstration areas.

The work of Vermont Family Forests
will figure prominently in the Green
Forestry Education Initiative. We will
use VFF's systems as a basis for forest
inventory, planning, and management
and then use our findings to improve
upon them.When possible, we will
expand VFF's workshop offerings to
include programs at the Rubenstein
School Forest.

I can be reached at UVM via e-mail at
david.brynn@uvm.edu or by calling
(802) 656-0719.The Green Forestry
Education Initiative's website—
www.greenforestry.org—is under devel-
opment.And as always, you can also
reach me at VFF by e-mail or phone. f 
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Evening Walk in the Little Hogback
Community Forest—Post-Harvest Evaluation

Date: Thursday, September 8,2005 
Time: 5:30-7:00 pm 
Location: Little Hogback Community Forest,Boro Hill
Road,Monkton

Join Community Forests Project leader, Deb Brighton,
and VFF Director ofFamily Forestry, David Brynn,to
see the results ofthe work that's been going on in the
Little Hogback Community Forest over the past few
months. During the summer, VFF initiated the
Community Forest's first timber harvest.We'd like to walk
in the forest with potential shareholders and anyone else
interested in the project,show you what the forest looks
like now, update you on the project,answer any questions
you may have, and exchange ideas over cheese and crack-
ers at a beautiful vista.

Practicing Community-Supported Forestry

Date: Saturday, September 10,2005
Time: 9 a.m.- noon
Cost:$15
Location: Maggie Brook Sugarbush,Ruby Brace Rd.,
Starksboro.
Co-Sponsor: Northeast Organic Farming Association of
Vermont

Inspired by the Community-Supported Agriculture model,
which promotes the health and sustainability of local
human and natural communities, Vermont Family Forests
is developing Community-Supported Forestry, including a
project in which VFF-certified landowners are pooling
certified logs to create Family Forest® brand hardwood
flooring. Join VFF's Director ofFamily Forestry David
Brynn at Maggie Brook Sugarbush,one of the forests
participating in the flooring project.See how management
practices in this forest maintain exemplary forest health
while yielding certified,Family Forest® brand maple
syrup and hardwood flooring.

Community-Supported Forestry
Demonstration: Shelburne Farms Harvest

Festival
Date: Saturday, September 17,2005

Location: Shelburne Farms Farm Barn area,Shelburne
This project was made possible by a generous grant from the Vermont
Department ofForests, Parks, and Recreation's Urban and Community
Forestry Program.

Join Vermont Family Forests and members of the forestry
value-adding community for an up-close look at the
process ofconverting standing trees in healthy forests
into fine furniture. We will repeat this seven-station
sequence—with demonstrations of safe chainsawing, draft
horse logging, using a Vimek forwarder, milling, and
more—three times throughout the day.

Game of Logging Training, Levels I-III
Dates:
GOL Level I: Tuesday, September 20,2005
GOL Level II: Tuesday, September 27,2005 
GOL Level III: Tuesday, October 4,2005 
Time: 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Cost:$150 per level.The course fee for GOL Level I
includes 1/2 gallon of Greenbar non-petroleum bar and
chain oil.
Limit: 10 participants per level
Instructors: John Adler and Dave Birdsall,Northeast
Woodland Training

Once again,this excellent chainsaw training course has
been filling fast.Limited spaces remain in Levels I & II.
Level III is currently filled.Call soon ifyou’re interested
in attending! We will offer all three levels again in the
spring.

Wild Basketry
Dates:

Part I: Sunday, October 9,2005,from 1 - 4 p.m.
Part II: Sunday, October 16,2005,from 1 - 4 p.m.

Fee:$20 (all proceeds donated to VFF and The
Watershed Center)
Location: The Waterworks property (see directions
below)
Limit: 10 participants
Co-sponsor: The Watershed Center 

Join VFF Director ofEducation Sandra Murphy to learn
how to make a market basket from wild materials. In this
2-part workshop, you'll learn how to gather and prepare
wild basket materials, including dogwood,wild grape, wil-
low, and cattail,and weave a basket.No previous basket
making experience is necessary.

Workshops & Events
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Spotlight on VFF’s Forest Management Checklist

At the heart of VFF's vision ofecological forest management is its Forest Management Checklist. If landowners adhere to these manage-
ment practices, they will protect water quality, conserve or enhance site productivity, and maintain or improve native biological diversity on
their forest lands. Below, we highlight one ofthe practices, explaining what it's about and how you can achieve it. For a complete listing of
the management practices, visit our website, www.familyforests.org, under "Publications," or give us a call (453-7728) and we'll mail or e-
mail you a copy. 

VFF Forest Management Practice:Single tree and small group (up to one acre) selection methods
should be used for communities with gap-phase replacement (e.g. northern hardwoods) and the irregu-
lar shelterwood method should be used for communities with stand-replacing disturbance regimes (e.g.
spruce-fir). Clear-cutting should be avoided.

VFF's Perspective on Clearcutting
by David Brynn

When the first white settlers arrived in our area,they
encountered a primeval forest that had received very

little management by the native, hunter-gatherer inhabitants.
The forest was a picture of health.Rivers and streams were
clear, clean,cold and highly oxygenated.Soils were stable
and blanketed by a thick layer of humus. Carbon storage—
in living biomass, in dead snags, dens and large downed
wood,and in the soil—was exceptionally high.Species rich-
ness was very high as well.And invasive exotics had no way
to get a toehold.

Aldo Leopold captured this as only he could when he
wrote, "Wilderness is the base datum ofnormality. A picture of
how a healthy system takes care ofitself." The obvious lesson
here is that humans would be wise to look much more
closely at how nature does things before manipulating natu-
ral systems. For example, the northern hardwood forests
encountered by the early settlers had a fine textured canopy.
Most regeneration occurred when individual trees or small
groups oftrees blew over or otherwise met their demise.
Single tree and small group selection attempts to mimic this.
That is why VFF recommends it.

Large disturbance events did periodically tip over many
trees on large acres but never in ways resembling present
day clear-cutting, which removes substantial biomass from
the harvest site. When large areas were disturbed in the
primeval forest,many trees survived. In addition, large vol-

umes ofbiomass were deposited on the forest floor to sta-
bilize and nourish soils. And there were no access roads to
impact on hydrology.

There are many ways to regenerate our forests without
resorting to large clear-cuts. For example, landowners can
regenerate early successional species in small patches up to
an acre in size. Shelterwood cuts—in which large, wind-firm
trees are retained in the canopy for seed,habitat, and bro-
ken shade—are another way to regenerate forests and to
provide habitat for early successional species.

In some ways, clear-cuts are like a sugar buzz for the forest.
Once the canopy is removed,large quantities ofsolar ener-
gy bake the forest floor and stimulate biological activity at a
very high rate. Soil carbon is burned up at rapid rates. All of
this represents a fairly heavy shock to the forest ecosystem.

Aldo Leopold also wrote, "Health is the capacity ofthe land for
self-renewal. Conservation is our effort to understand and preserve this
capacity." Forests in our area did a great job of tending to
their own health long before white settlers arrived to exploit
them.And most ofthe time they did it one tree or one
small patch at a time. f

There are many ways to regenerate our
forests without resorting to large clear-cuts.
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Study Assesses 
Monitoring Protocol

I n July, Maria Fernandez-Gimenez of Colorado State
University and Vicky Sturtevant of the Ford

Community-Based Forestry Demonstration Project visited
four parcels in the VFF certified forest pool as part of a
study to examine the ecological monitoring protocols
employed by thirteen community-based forestry projects
across the country.

VFF's sites included the Starksboro Town Forest,the
Little Hogback Community Forest,Middlebury College's
forest in Ripton,and Chris Johnson and Carol Boyd's for-
est in Lincoln.Robert Turner, Barbara Otsuka,Bill Torrey,
Harris Roen,Steve Weber, Mark Lapin,and Chris Johnson
met with the research team to provide feedback on VFF's
approach to forest conservation and monitoring.

A detailed report will be prepared shortly and we'll make it
available at www.familyforests.org as soon as we receive it.

I f you received a survey from VFF in early August,that's
because you're part of a VFF study to identify strategies

that sustainably yield vital forests, economically viable tim-
ber, accessible beauty, and social connectivity.

Since 1897,America has invested both public and private
money in various programs to influence the management of
private forestland.These funds have been directed toward
education, technical assistance, cost-sharing for manage-
ment activities, preferential tax treatment linked to appro-
priate management,conservation easements, various man-
agement organizations, and,more recently, green certifica-
tion.

While each program has been successful in reaching some

landowners, many do not take advantage of existing
options. For example, over halfof the land potentially eligi-
ble for Vermont's Current Use program is not presently
enrolled.This significant failure to engage citizens or under-
stand their forest management strategies and concerns con-
stitutes a serious challenge to the sustainable future of
Northern Forest communities, and to the future of the for-
est itself.

Wanting to find out why landowners do not participate in
existing programs, VFF associates Susannah McCandliss
and Deb Brighton,with funding from the Northeastern
States Research Cooperative, created the survey and distrib-
uted it to over 1000 Vermont landowners in Addison and
Essex Counties. We'll keep you posted about our findings.

Land Management Choices the Focus of New VFF Research

Fly Fishing and Forest Health, May 21,2005

Angler Dave Henderson (top photo, at right side ofgroup) intro-
duces participants to the art of fly fishing. Consulting geologist
Kristen Underwood (bottom photo, at center) explains river
dynamics and their impacts on fishpopulations.
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During last winter’s walks in the Little Hogback
Community Forest,we climbed over fallen trees and

pushed through brush,following pink flags that indicated a
future road.We also looked at trees painted with blue and
imagined what it would look like when they were cut.Since
then logger Bill Torrey has been at work, carefully building
roads with water bars and harvesting trees. The logs have
been sent to Ken Gagnon's mill in Pittsford. Some ofthe
logs were gathered together with logs from John and Rita
Elder's VFF parcel to be made into Family Forest® brand
hardwood flooring.

Although there is still a delay with the IRS that has road-
blocked creation of the Little Hogback Community Forest
LLC, the Vermont Land Trust—the current owner of the

Little Hogback parcel—has generously allowed the planned
harvest to continue. Once the parcel is sold to the LHCF
LLC, the returns from the timber sale will go into an
account to offset future management and property tax
costs, as originally planned.

Little Ho gback Community Forest Update

LHCB Forest Walk September 8
If you would like to see what the forest looks
like in the middle of a carefully conducted har-
vest,join us on September 8 at 5:30 pm for a
walk in the Little Hogback Community Forest.
Check the events listings on page 3 for details,
or visit our website events page, www.family-
forests.org/public-education/events.shtml.

Family Forest Flooring Makes October Debut

While VFF has produced flooring on a test basis in the
past,VFF landowners have, for the first time, come

together to manufacture flooring under the Family Forest®
brand.This summer, John and Rita Elder’s sugarbush in
Starksboro and the Little Hogback Community Forest in
Monkton yielded thirteen thousand board feet ofwhite ash,
sugar maple, beech, and black birch logs. Gagnon’s Lumber
in Pittsford milled the logs, and the lumber has been sent to
a processor just over the border in
southern Quebec for conversion to
strip flooring.

Meanwhile, VFF invited Oregon floor-
ing broker Mark Stella to visit,see the
flooring operation in action and offer
insights and feedback. His suggestions
were extremely helpful and his enthu-
siasm and optimism for the project
immense.

By October 1,5,000-6,000 square feet

of hardwood flooring in long lengths and varied widths—
including roughly 2800 square feet ofhard maple, 2800
square feet ofwhite ash,and 1300 square feet ofother
hardwoods—will be delivered to a local hardwood broker.

Before selling the flooring, we’d like to engage other certi-
fied landowners in the project,and will be hosting a visit to
the flooring warehouse so landowners can see the flooring,

learn about the economics ofthe
project,and find out how they can
participate.

If you’re a certif ied forest
landowner (or would like to be)
and are interested in learning
about taking part in the flooring
project, contact VFF. If you have
plans to harvest trees this winter,
let us know! We’d like to generate
a steady supply of Family
Forest® flooring.

Flooring project participant John Elder parts com-
pany with his logs at Gagnon’s Sawmill.

VFF’s Annual Appeal Coming Soon!
Rather than bombarding you with frequent mailed pleas for donations, we limit our mailed appeal to
once a year. VFF operates on a very tight budget,and we make every dollar go as far as possible (and
then some!).Please give generously to our annual appeal—your donations allow us to do the work
you’re reading about in this newsletter. Thank you,and May the Forest be With You!
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Colby Hill Ecolo gical Project

The Colby Hill Ecological Project monitors the biological diversity—plants, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals,
invertebrates, lepidoptera (butterflies),and odonates (dragonflies)—of680 acres ofprivate land in Lincoln and

Bristol,Vermont.Now entering its seventh field season,CHEP is accumulating information that will help provide
baseline ecological data against which the biodiversity, biological integrity, and water quality ofother properties in this
region can be measured.

Lincoln Forum to Explore Community Conservation Values

On Tuesday, October 25,at 6:00 p.m.in Lincoln's
Burnham Hall,Vermont Family Forests, the Colby

Hill Fund,and the Lincoln Conservation Commission will
host a community potluck and forum,Conserving Lincoln's
Natural Heritage.The forum will begin with an overview of
the Lincoln's ecological values, by looking at the on-going
biological monitoring ofthe Colby Hill Ecological Project.
CHEP project leader, Marc Lapin will give a historical per-
spective and describe the present landscape and its natural
communities.

We'll follow with a discussion ofthe role of land manage-
ment decisions in conserving regional biodiversity. There's
been much interest among Lincoln residents in learning
more about conservation easements as a tool for conserv-
ing Lincoln's working forests and fields. We will be inviting
a local land trust staff member to explain the basics of

such easements-how they function and how to go about
obtaining one-and to answer any questions participants
have.

We'll also facilitate a conversation about conserving
Lincoln's cultural and natural character and about the
notion of cultivating a shared land ethic. The gathering will
begin with a potluck. In keeping with tradition,the Lincoln
Conservation Commission will provide the main course and
beverages. Participants can bring salad,bread,or dessert.
Come join us for dinner and an evening ofstimulating con-
versation.

Conservation Forum & Potluck Supper 
October 25,2005   6:00 p.m.

Burnham Hall       Lincoln, Vermont

Meeting the Neighbors — CHEP Studies Provide Community Census
CHEP Bir d List

Turkey Vulture
Ruffed Grouse      
Wild Turkey       
Mourning Dove      
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker
Hairy Woodpecker   
Downy Woodpecker   
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Wood Pewee 
Least Flycatcher   
Great Crested
Flycatcher
Blue Jay           
American Crow      

Common Raven
Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted
Nuthatch
Brown Creeper      
Winter Wren        
Golden-crowned
Kinglet
Veery              
Hermit Thrush    
Wood Thrush        
American Robin     
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing
European Starling
Blue-headed Vireo  
Yellow-throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo     

Red-eyed Vireo     
Yellow Warbler
Magnolia Warbler   
Black-throated Blue
Warbler
Black-throated Green
Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
American Redstart  
Ovenbird        
Louisiana Waterthrush
Common Yellowthroat
Canada Warbler     
Scarlet Tanager    
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Chipping Sparrow
Song Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow

One of the many valuable aspects ofthe 680
acres of land monitored through the Colby
Hill project is that they aren'tunique. Species
found on CHEP lands will likely be found in
similar settings across the western slopes of
the Green Mountains.

Ornithologist Warren King has conducted bird
surveys on CHEP lands since 1998.Joined in
this monitoring for the past seven years by his
wife, naturalist Barry King, Warren has
amassed a bird list for the area.

Many of these same birds likely inhabit your
backyard—why not begin your own census?
VFF's lending library stocks Birding-by-Ear
CDs, and our website lists excellent field refer-
ences.
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PO Box 254
Bristol,VT  05443

Late-Breaking News from the Forest!

Just as we were preparing to send the
newsletter to press, we received word that
VFF had been awarded a grant from the
Northern Forest Center for an exciting, col-
laborative project we call Sustainable Forestry
Goes to Camp. Through this grant,VFF will
team up with the Girl Scout® Council of
Vermont and the University of Vermont to
integrate sustainable forestry, local value
adding, certified forest product marketing,
and hands-on learning within the context of
a youth camping experience in the northern
forest.

Camp Wapanacki, in Hardwick, Vermont,is
owned and operated by the Girl Scout
Council ofVermont.Girls from first grade
through high school attend the camp to
canoe, kayak,swim,hike, backpack, and
learn arts, crafts, campfire cooking and
more in a forested setting. Although the
300-acre forest has been cultivated periodi-
cally, the management ofthe forest has not
been fully developed according to sustain-

able forest management principles. And
forestry has not been fully integrated into
the camping experience.

Through this project,we'll be making a
comprehensive forest inventory; creating of
a natural community map; developing ofan
FSC-certified forest management plan;har-
vesting ofa small quantity oftimber; and
creating, through local value-adding, a high-
quality finished product that will then be
marketed to customers wishing to simulta-
neously support the Girl Scouts and sustain-
able forestry. And we'll design and imple-
ment an educational program to educate
campers and the public about each step in
the process.

We're very excited about launching this proj-
ect,which so fully addresses the three key
ingredients to conserving private lands:
informed stewards, sound economic returns
from stewardship, and a community sup-
ported land ethic.
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