News from the Forest

Summer 2005

Sustaindle Design,Land Ethics, and Real-Wbrld Learning

by David Brynn

fter 28 yas with theVemont Department of Forests

Paiks and Recedion, induding 15 gas as théddison
County eresterl recenty accpted a positiontahe Unversity
of Vermont's Ribenstein $wool of Natural Resouces While |
will contirue as/FF's pat-time Director of Family Forests, |
will also sese as Diector of UVM's nav Green eresty
Educdion Initigtive

Se/eral yeas bag, the Ribenstein $wol rec@nizd a need to
chang the bcus ofits foresty program to meet e forest con
sewraion challengs At one timeforest mangement écused on

the caeful cultvation of forests 6r human ben#§ emphasizing

effort will be studentg #he Ribenstein $ool, | hope the initia
tive will gow well bgond the sleool and imolve actre coll®do-
ration within the lager forestly comnunity

Sustaindle design

In the cont&t of The Geen Bresty Educéon Initidive
(GFEI), sustainble design means tHarest consestion will be
a once ecolgicaly sustairide, economicall vidle, and sociall
responsite. To this endGFEI has adopted the Mogaal
Process's sen criteria guidingifest consemstion practices in
tempesate and bogal brests

"wise use" and "sustained yieWlith increased undstanding of Land ethic

forest ecosystepupled with inerased demands andsses
upon those ecosystemse nav undestand thaforest conses
tion educton needs todtus moe dtention on all otthe ele
ments offorest ecosystem heattis, vell as on human inter
tions with brestsThis is a tall aler

In A Sand Countplmanac (19490\ldo Leopold wote "Health
is the capacityhefland for gelfiesy. Consetion is oufadfto
understand areb@e this capdcityp one bebre or since made
the ole of the conserationist moe dear First, healtly land is
fully capable of taking car of itself as long as the ecgloal
functions andalues P which the land maintains itselfe left
intact.Secondgonsevation requies a knewledg of and espect
for the compleity of ecolayy. And third, consevation requies
tha ary actvity to povide br human needs be tempety a
dee respectdr forest ecosystems

The Geen erestly Educéion Initigive's mission i® intgrate
sustainkgbdesign, land g#rdgal-orld leaing in the comsien of
foest communifébkough the initialdcus ofthis Gieen Bresty

Aldo Leopold ifst identifed the needbof a land ethidde sug
gested thiajust as eldionships with other human beingssin

David’s last dpasAddison County éresterMay 9,2005.

“Through the é&n diesty Education Initrgtstudents will apply th

principles fafiest congein on theognd.”
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Family &esty (contirued fom pae 1)

be guidedypmoul standals so too should the humaelaionship with landlt is inconabe
to me that an ethatation to land can exist withoespeet, and admiration for land, aagra higl
for itsalue. Byalel of course mean somethingder titan enecononailti@; | meaalue in the

philosophical sef1g:19)

Describing the mare of an ethicalaldionship with the land is no small tadke Centerdr
Whole Commnities in Byston,Vemont,recenty pubishedMeasess oHealth: Describing and
Measuring the Ethics andyExelealtih Whole Communtbesssist in this pcess The ten cri
teria inMeass oHealtlcrede a famevork for describing the hae of reldaionships in drest
commnunities The Geen Brestly Educéion Initidive has adopted them asay o evalude

our work. These meases intude:

» Stevardship

» Teahing and stortelling

» Stengthening connections beem land and people

» Fostering esponsibilitydr the wihole landsqee

» Healtly haitat for people

» Civic enggement and socialpital

» listice anddimess

 Histoty

» Healtly ndural landsbiodiversity and landsqee scale consetion
» Process ancetdionships

Real-world leaming.

John Denvey (1859-1952)as a UVM tadude who identifed the impdrance ofapplying thee
ries and principles in actual situes to abieve real undestanding and le@ing In Experience
and Natwrhe wote "Without application, principles andvelealbéaring and nd tesugh
the Green lBresty Educéon Initidive, students will@ply the principles dforest consestion
on the gound.This work will stat a& the 500-aer Ribenstein $wol Forest & kridio and will
indude writing drest consestion plansimplementing ecadical estoetion and egetdion
manipuléion, designing acces®veloping and implementing systeangrionitoring ecolgical
healthand estislishing demonsdiion aeas

The work of Vemrmont Family Forests
will figure pominenty in the Geen
Foresty Educéon Initigtive. We will
useVFF's systems as a basisférest
inventory, planningand mangement
and then use ouintlings to impove
upon themWhen possile, we will
expandVFF's vorkshop oferings to
indude pograms &the Ribenstein
Sdtool Forest.

| can be eatied 4 UVM via e-mailta
david.biynn@uvm.edu onhcalling
(802) 656-071Fhe Geen leresty
Educaion Initidive's vebsite—
wwwgeenbresty.org—is under desh
opmentAnd as aliays you can also

reath me &VFF by e-mail or phoné

David Bynn is VFE'Bunder and
Director dfamily &esty.



Workshops & Events

Evening Walk in the Little Hogbadk
Community Forest—Rost-Harvest Evaluation

Date: Thursdg, September 82005

Time: 5:30-7:00 pm

Location: Little Hogba& Comnunity Forest,Boro Hill
Road,Monkton

Jin Comnunity Forests Roject leadeDeb Brighton,
andVFF Director of Famil Forestry, David Brynn,to
see theesults ofthe work tha's been ging on in the
Little Hogba& Comnunity Forest owver the pasteiv
months During the summeWFF initiged the
Comnunity Forest's ifst timber harest.We'd lile to valk
in the brest with potential stetroldes and ayone else
interested in the prect,shov you what the orest looks
like naw, updde you on the poject,ansver ary questions
you mg have, and echange ideas er cieese and &k-
ers d a beautiful vista.

Practicing Community-Supported Forestry

Date: Sdurday, September 102005

Time: 9 a.m- noon

Cost: $15

Location: Maggie Book Sugrlush,Ruby Brace Rd.,
Staksboo.

Co-SponsorNortheast Oganic RamingAssocition of
Vemont

Inspired ly the Commanity-Suppded Agriculture model,
which promotes the health and susthailitgt of local
human and riaral comnainities Vermont Family Forests
is dereloping Commnity-Suppded Forestr, induding a
project in vhich VFF-cetified landavness ae pooling
cettified I@s to cede Family Forest® band hadwood
flooring Join VFF's Diector of Family Foresty David
Brynn @ Maggie Book Sugrlush,one ofthe forests
paticipding in the ooring poject.See hav mangement
practices in thioofest maintainxemplay forest health
while yielding céfied,Family Forest® band male
syup and haiwood flooring

Community-Supported Forestry
Demonstration: Shellurne Farms Harvest
Festival

Date: Saurday, September 172005
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Location: Shellmrme Fams Fam Ban aea,Shellime

This prjectas made pdsdily a gemes granbin the émont
Depatment dfolestsRarks and Rezation's Urban and Community
Foresty Pogram.

Jin Vemont Family Forests and memlzeof the foresty
value-ading commnity for an up-se look &the
process ofconverting standing &es in healyhforests
into fine funiture. We will ieped this seen-stdon
sequence—with demorsaions of sak dainsaing draft
horse Igging using &/imek brwarder, milling and
more—three times tlmughout the da

Game of Logging Training, Levels I-lli
Dates:
GOL Level I: Tuesdg September 202005
GOL Level II: Tuesdg September 272005
GOL Level lll: Tuesdg October 42005
Time: 8:00 a.n: 4:30 pm.
Cost: $150 per lel. The couse £e br GOL Level |
indudes 1/2 gllon of Greenbar non-pegteum bar and
chain oil.
Limit: 10 paticipants per iel
Instructors: John Adler and Dee Bidsall Northeast
WoodlandTraining

Once aain,this ecellent bainse training cowse has
been filing fast.Limited spaceemain in Leels | & II.
Level Il is curentl filled.Call soon ifyoute inteested
in atendingMe will ofer all thee leels gain in the

spring

Wild Basketry

Dates:

Part I: Sundg October 92005rom 1 - 4 pm.

Part II: Sundg October 162005from 1 - 4 pm.
Fee:$20 (all ppceeds doed toVFF andThe
Wetershed Center)
Location: TheWaterworks piopety (see dections
belaw)
Limit: 10 paticipants
Co-sponsor TheWeatershed Center

Jin VFF Director of Educd@ion Sanda Muiphy to lean
how to male a matet baskt from wild méerialsin this
2-pat workshop you'll lean how to gether and papae
wild baskt maerialsinduding dgwood,wild gape wil-
low, and c#tail,and veave a basit. No previous basit
making Bperience is necessar
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Spotlight on VFF’s Forest Manggement Ched&list

At the heof VFF's vision @coffical fest managementHsetsManagpvent Chesklig. If landowners aglh@these manage
ment practi¢cksy will gectater qualitponser or enhance sideigity and maintain or ouprnae biajecal dersity on
their fest landBelowe highlight onéhef practicesplainindnat it's about and lnawcgn ackdet. &r a complete listing of
the management praditesirdasitewwviamilyfesteg, under "Plidatiorisor gie us a call (453-7728) elthanail or e-

mail gu a capy

VFF Forest Managgement Piactice: Sinde tree and smalkgup (up to one aej selection methods
should be useaf comnunities with gp-phaseaplacement (g northem hadwoods) and thenegu
lar shelteraod method should be used Eomnunities with standgplacing disturbancegimes (&

spruce-fr). Clearcutting should bevaided.

VFF's Perspective on Cleacutting

by David Brynn

Wnen the ifst white settles arived in our aga,they
encountexd a primeal forest thaihad eceved \ery
little mangement ly the néve, huntergatherer inhditants
The forest vas a pict of healthRivers and seams wre
clear clean,cold and higlyl xygended.Soils vere sthle
and banleted ly a thik layer of hunus Carbon stage—
in living biomassn dead srgs dens and lge davned
wood,and in the soil—as &ceptionaly high.Species rie
ness s ery high as ell. And invasve eotics had no ay
to get a toehold.

Aldo Leopold gatured this as oplhe could Wwen he
wrote "Wildeness is the base danomalfityA pictug of
how a hegltbystem egkcarofitself The olvious lesson
here is thahumans wuld be wise to lookunh more
closey & how ndure does things bme manipuléng nau-
ral systemgor examplethe nothem hadwood forests
encountexd ly the edy settles had aihe textured canop
Most regenedtion occured vhen indvidual tees or small
groups oftrees bew over or otherwise met their demise

Sinde tree and smallrgup selectionteempts to mimic this

That is why VFF recommends it.

Large disturbancevents did periodicgltip orer may
trees on |l@e aces lut never in vays esembng pesent
day dearcutting which removes substantial biomassnir
the havest siteWhen lage aeas wire disturbed in the
primeval forest,mary trees swived. In adlition, large \ol-

Thee a¢ manyaws toagienerate our
foests withoasaing to lge clear-cuts

umes ofbiomass ere deosited on thedfrest foor to sta
bilize and nourish sail&nd thee were no accessads to

impact on kdrology.

Ther ae mary ways to egeneete our brests without
resoting to lage dearcuts For examplelandavnes can
regeneste ealy successional species in smedh@s up to
an ace in sie. Shelterwod cuts—in Wwich lage, wind-firm
trees a retained in the canpfor seedhabita, and bo-
ken shade—aranother &y to regeneete forests and to
provide haita for ealy successional species

In some \ays clearcuts ae like a sugr tuzz br the brest.
Once the cangpis emoved,lage quantities oolar ener
gy bale the brest foor and stimlae biolayical actity & a
vely high ete. Soil carbon isurned up arapid raes All of
this represents aaily heay shok to the brest ecosystem.

Aldo Leopold also wte "Health is the capacttyeofand for
selfeneay. Consation is oufafto understand aadew this
capacityForests in our &a did amgd job of tending to
their avn health long befe white settles arived to &ploit
them.And most ofthe time the did it one &e or one
small pech & a time f
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Study Assesses
Monitoring Protocol

n dly, Maria Emande-Gimene of Coloado Stee

University andvicky Stutevant of the Ford
Comnunity-Baseddtestly Demonstion Poject visited
four pacels in th&/FF cetified rest pool as paof a
study to xamine the ecajical monitoring jtocols
emplged ly thiteen commnity-basedofresty projects
acoss the couryr

VFF's sites inaded the Stasboo Town Forest,the
Little Hogba& Comnunity Forest,Middlebury Collge's
forest in Riptonand Chrisahnson and Cal Boyd's Dr-
est in LincolnRobet Turner, Barbaa OtsukaBill Torrey,
Harris Roen,Stare Weber, Mak Lgoin, and Chrisahnson
met with the eéseath team to povide eedbak onVFF's
goproad to forest consertion and monitoring

A detailedeport will be pepared shotly and w'll malk it
availdle @ wwwfamilforestsorg as soon aseweceve it.

Fly Fishing and Forest Health, May 21,2005

Angder Dave Hendeson (top photgat right side ofgroup) intio-

duces pdicipants to the aof fly fishing Consulting golaist
Kristen Undenwod (bottom photpat center) eplains wer
dynamics and their impacts @hpopuldions

Land Management Choices the Bcus of New VFF Reseach

f you receved a swrey from VFF in edy Augusttha's

becauseop're pat of aVFF stug to identify sategies
tha sustainaly yield vitaldrestseconomicafl vidle tim
ber, accesslb beautyand social conneditiy.

Since 189America has wested both pdlz and prate
mone in \arious pograms to infuence the magament of
private forestlandThese funds la been dected tovard
educ#on, tedhnical assistanamst-sharingol mange-
ment actiities preferential tax gament linled to @pro-
pridée mangementconseyvation easementgarious man
agement oganizéions and,more recent, green cdifica
tion.

While ealk program has been successfukemtring some

landavness mary do not tak adantage of existing
options For exampleover halfof the land potentiglleligi
ble for Vemont's Curent Use prgram is not pgsentf
enolled.This signitant filue to engge citizns or under
stand theirdrest mangement sttegies and conaes con
stitutes a seriouballeng to the sustaibke futue of
Northem Forest commnitiesand to the futwe of the for-
est itself

Wanting to ind out why landevness do not paicipde in
existing pograms VFF assoctas Susannah McCandliss
and Dé Brightonwith funding fom the Notheastear
Stdes Reseath Coopetdtive, creded the surey and distrib
uted it to @er 1000vemmont landavness inAddison and
Essa CountiesWe'll keg you posted laout our fndings
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Little Ho gback Community Forest Updae

uring last wintes’walks in the Little Hgba&

Comnunity Forest,we dimbed wer fallen tees and
pushed though bush,following pink fags thaindicaed a
future road.We also looéd & trees painted witHue and
imagined wa it would look lile when thg were cut.Since
then lgger BillTorrey has beent avork, caefully building
roads with aer bas and haresting teesThe I@s hae
been sent to & Ganon's mill in Pittskd. Some ofthe
logs vere gihered tayether with Igs flom dhn and Rita
Elder'sVFF pacel to be made intafily Forest® band
hawdwood flooring

Although thee is still a defawith the IRS thahas oad
blodked cedion of the Little Hgba& Comnunity Forest
LLC, the Vermont LandTrust—the curent avner ofthe

Little Hogba& parcel—has gneousy allaved the planned
harvest to contine Once the pael is sold to the LHCF
LLC, the retums from the timber sale wilbgnto an
account to déet futue mangement and @pety tax
costsas originayl planned.

LHCB ForestWalk Sgptember 8
If you would like to see het the forest looks
like in the midle of a caefully conducted har
vest,join us on Seember 85:30 pmdr a
walk in the Little Hgba& Comnunity Forest.
Che& the eents listings on ga 3 br details
or visit our vebsite gents pge, wwwifamily-
forestsorg/public-educaon/eventsshtml.

Family Forest Hooring Makes October Ddut

\/\/hiIeVFF has ppduced lboring on a test basis in theof hadwood flooring in long lengths andried widths—
p

astVFF landevnes hae, for the frst time come
together to manfactue flooring under thedmily Forest®
brand.This summerJhn and Rita Eldersugrbush in
Staksboo and the Little Hgba& Comnunity Forest in

induding oughy 2800 squarfeet ofhad male 2800
squae feet ofwhite ashand 1300 squaireet of other
haidwoods—will be delered to a local héwood bioker.

Monkton yielded thieen thousand bahfeet of white ash, Before selling theddoring wed like to engge other cei-
sugr male beeb, and bad birch logs Gagnoris Lumber fied landanes in the poject,and will be hosting a visit to
in Pittsbrd milled the Igs and the lumber has been sent the fooring varehouse so landmes can see théobring

a piocessor justver the boder in
southen Québec br corversion to
strip flooring

Meanvhile VFF invited Oegon floor-
ing boker Mak Stella to visisee the
flooring opedtion in action and &ér
insights andeedbak. His sugestions
were xtremey helpful and his entht
siasm and optimisrorfthe poject
immense

Flooring poject paticipant dhn Elder pas com

VFF’s Annual Appeal Coming Soon!

lean &out the economics dhe
project,and fnd out hav they can
paticipae.

If you're a cetified forest
landowner (or would like to be)
and are interested in leaning
about taking part in the flooring
project, contact VFF. If you have
plans to hawest trees this winter
let us know! We'd like to generate
a steaq supply of Family
Forest® flooring.

Rather than bombading yu with fequent mailed pleaw idonadions we limit our mailedpgpeal to
once a gar VFF opedtes on a ey tight ludget,and ve mak eery dollar @ as &r as possié (and
then some!Please g& gneousy to our anoal gpeal—yur dondons allev us to do the ark
youre reading bout in this nesletterThank pu,andMay the Forest beWith You!
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Colby Hill Ecological Project

he Colly Hill Ecolajical Poject monitos the biolgical drersity—plantsamphibiangeptiles birds mammals

invertebrates lepidopten (lutterfies),and odonges (degonflies)—of680 aaes of private land in Lincoln and
Bristol,Vemont.Now entering its senth feld seasofGHEP is accumiaing information tha will help povide
baseline ecajical d&a ajainst viich the biodrersity biological intgrity, and veter quality ofother popeties in this
region can be measut.

Lincoln Forum to Explore Comnunity Consewation Values
n Tuesdy October 25a 6:00 pm.in Lincoln's

Bumham Hall\Vermont Family Foreststhe Colly Consewation Forum & Potluck Supper
Hill Fund,and the Lincoln Conse&tion Commission will October 25,2005 6:00.m.
host a commmnity potlu& and brum, Conseing Lincoln's Burnham Hall Lincoln, Vermont

Natural Heritagéhe orum will bgin with an gerview of

the Lincoln's ecoffical aluesby looking aithe on-g@ing  sut easements-twthey function and he to g eout

biological monitoring othe Colly Hill Ecolayical Poject.  obtaining one-and to avex ary questions pacipants

CHEP poject leadeMarc Lain will gve a historical per have

spectire and describe thegsent landspa and its riaral

comnunities We'll alsodcilitde a comersdion éout consaring
Lincoln's cultual and n@ral damacter andl@out the

We'll ollow with a discussion difie i0le ofland mange-  notion of cultivating a shad land ethiclhe gthering will

ment decisions in consiry kegional biodiersity Ther's  begin with a potluc In keging with tadition,the Lincoln

been mdch inteest among Lincolresidents in leaing Consevation Commission will pvide the main cose and

more dout conserdion easements as a taml ¢onsev- beverages Participants can bring salédead,or desser

ing Lincoln's wrking forests andiélds We will be imiting Come join usdr dinner and anvening ofstinuléing con

a local land trst staf member to xplain the basics of versdion.

Meeting the Neighbors — CHEP Studies Povide Community Census

One of the may \aludle aspects ahe 680 CHEP Bird List Common Rven Red-gedVireo

aces ofland monitoed though the Colp Blak-cgpped Chikadee Yellov Warler

Hill project is thiathey aren'tunique Species  Turkey Vulture Red-beasted Nutheh  MagnoliaWarker

found on CHEP lands will &ly be bund in Ruffed Gouse White-beasted Blak-throated Blue

similar settings auss the wsten slopes of ~ Wild Turkey Nuthatch Warlder

the Green Mountains Mouming Dove Brown Ceeper Blak-throaed Geen
Blad-billed Cukoo Winter Wren Warler

OrnithologistWarren King has conducted dbir ;el?ljvd;zer’”'ed Siﬂlgz?-cowned iﬁtﬁg;ﬂaggggfer

surveys on C_:HEP lands since 19%ned in sziry\/\/oodpeker Veey Ovenbid

this monitoringdr the past sen yeas by his Downy Woodpeker Hermit Thrush Lenietardns e

wife, nauralist Bary King Waren has Northem Hicker Wood Thrush CommonYellonthroa

amassed a Hitist or the aea. Pileaed Woodpeker American Bbin CanadaVarder
Easten Wood Rewee BohemianNaxwing Scalet Tanaer

Mary of these same i lilely inhdit your Least Bycacher CedaWaxwing Rose-beasted Grsbeak

badyard—why not bgin your ovn census?  Gred Crested European Stéing Indigo Bunting

VFF's lending lilary sto&sBirding-by-Ear ~ Flycacher Blue-headewireo Chipping Spaow

CDs and our wbsite listsxeellent ield efer ~ Blue & VElE ieE e vIiEs  SEmY arl
American Gw Warling Vireo White-thioaed Spaow

ences
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Late-Breaking News from the Forest!

Just as w were peparing to send the
newsletter to prsswe receved word tha
VFF had beenvearded a gant flom the
Northem Forest Centerdr an &citing cok
laboretive pioject ve callSustainkbesty
Goes to Caniprough this gant, VFF will
team up with the QiScout® Council of
Vemont and the Urersity of Vermont to
integrate sustairide forestwy, local \alue
adling cettified frest ppduct maketing
and hands-on la@ng within the conie of
a youth campingxgerience in the nibrem
forest.

CampWapanaki, in Hardwidk, Vermont, is
owned and opeted ly the Gif Scout
Council ofVemont. Girls from first gade
through high dwol atend the camp to
canoekayak,swim, hike, bakpad, and
lean ats crafts campire cooking and
more in a brested settind\lthough the
300-aaez forest has been culiied periodi
call, the mangement ofthe forest has not
been ful}y deeloped accding to sustain

able forest mangement principles\nd
foresty has not been fulintegrated into
the campingxperience

Through this poject,we'll be making a
compehensie forest irventoly; creding of
a naural comnunity ma; developing ofan
FSC-caified brest mangement planhar
vesting ofa small quantity dfimber, and
creding, through local alue-ading a high-
quality inished poduct thawill then be
mariketed to customeiwishing to sigita
neous} supporthe Git Scouts and sustain
able foresty. And we'll design and imple
ment an edutianal pogram to edude
campes and the pulz dout eab stg in
the pocess

We're \ery excited &out launhing this poj-
ect,which so fuly adiresses the tee ley
ingredients to conseng private lands:
informed steards sound economi@tumns
from stevardship and a comumity sup
ported land ethic



