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Local Warming

Envisioning sustaindle wood enegy from healthy local forests

onsensus is emging tha the world's production of oil

has pealed or will peak shotly. As demand br enelgy
continues to gow at an unprecedented ate, the potential for
a rapid dedine in oil supply coupled with a substantial spi&
in oil prices is \ery real.

The desie to move avay from oil dependeng and produce
enemy locally has ceaed a suge in interest in wood eneigy
to meet both household and institutional heting needs
Twenty-five Vermont public schools curently hea with
wood, and Vermont forests also suppgl two wood-fired elee
tricity-generating plants two stae office complexes and seven
other stae facilities. Large stde subsidiesdr wood-gasifica-
tion units are encounging many more pulic institutions,
including Mount Abraham Union High School, to shift to
wood enegy.

Vermont's forests epresent a substantial soge of readily
available fuel. Existing infrastructure and systems & in place
to harvest, transpott, and utilize wood biomass quikly. But
as enegy demands on the drest gealy increase harvests
may exceed the brest's ecolgical sustainility and health —
its capacity for self-enewal.

We stand & a threshold in enegy consumption. For a win-
dow of time, we have the oppotunity to prepare for a post-oil
future and ceae a consideed, holistic vision of a sustaindle
local enegy econony. In our region, this econony will,
appropriately, include wood biomass Now is our chance to
"get it right," to concewve a elationship with wood enegy
that is anchored in three critical elementssustainale produc-
tion, efficient use and socially responsitle access and distrily
tion.

How do we assue forest health in this ea of increasing
demand br wood enegy? W hat procurement standads and
equipment will maintain the forest's caacity for self-enewal

We consider this the mossgingofest issue olur
time and ve hae tuned nud of our atention to
reseahing and aising pulic avareness atood
enegy issues

while providing increased fuel wod suppl? How can we
make fuel wood production and utilization as carbon-neutal
as possile? Hov can we assue fair and equiteble access to
wood fuel?These ae critical questions thaneed sustained
public attention now.

As we shift avay from oil dependeng, we can doose an
enemy path that yields depleted frests and commnities, or
one tha builds and sustains commnity and forest health.At
Vermont Family Forests we ervision and are working toward
the latter.

We consider this the most @ssing brest issue ofour time,
and we have turned much of our attention to reseaching and
raising public awareness ofwood enegy issues We are col
laborating on a gant — curently in the final round of consid-
eration from the Northern States Reseach Cooperative — to
conduct a stug of sustainale practices br procuring wood
fuel and to model pocurement and utilizaion pathways that
maximize enegy efficiency. We are planning a series ofvood
enemgy workshops br later this year, and a LocalWarming
Consewation Congress or eatly 2007.

We have the oppotunity, as a comnunity, to create a model
for sustaindle wood enegy production and utilization here
in Addison County. Wood can plg a critically important role
as we transition to other renewvable enegy sources We are
not awash in wood and we must grow, use and distribute it
carefully. The possibilities ae tremendousy exciting, and we
look forward to taking pat in the visioning process We hope
you will join us. f
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Family Forest® Hooring De but

n he eale has landed."That four-word messae, from local flooring distributor
Peter Nazaenko to Vermont Family Forests in lde December heralded the long-

F O R E S T S anticipated arival of the debut batch of Family Forest® biand flooring.

Vermont Family Forestsw is a
non-pofit educéon omaniza
tion whose mission is to
conseve the health ofhe
forest commanity andwhen
gopropride, to promote the car
ful cultvetion of local

family forests ér comnunity
beneit. We accomplish this
mission though pulic
educéon, forest cetificaion,
and eseath and demonsdion
projects

News ilem thedests pubished
guatedy by Vermont Family
Forests. To subscribe tblews
from thedkestplease email us
info@familyforestsorg or call
453-7728Call us or visit our
website & wwwfamilyforestsorg
for moe informaion onVFF's
programs
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The flooring began, months eatier, as hadwood trees gowing in Vermont Family
Forests' pool ofwell-managed forests Local logger, Bill Torrey harvested 10,000 boat
feet of birch, beet, maple, and ash l@s from three VFF forests The flooring is shaw-
cased & Planet Hardwood, Peter and Diane Nazaenko's fooring shovroom and ware-
house in St.George, Vermont. Through advertising and word-of-mouth interest, neady
half of the inventory has sold.Customers have expressed mich interest in the "Northern
Hardwood Community Floor," a mix of birch, beed, and maple. Customers can pur
chase the lboring mix or buy any of the hardwood species gearately.

Looking to creae a stea@ supply of Family Forest® fooring, Vermont Family Forests
has teamed with landavners and \alue-adlers to creae a secondlboring batch, much
larger than the initial run. 40,000 boad feet of logs fom two VFF forests ae now being
milled. They'll yield approximately 28,000 squae feet of flooring from 11 different hard-
wood species

Know anyone planning to install a hadwood floor? Please smad the @od news!

Beautiful flooring .
Healthy forests

Behind every Family Forest® foor,
there’s a healtly local forest, carefully
managed and monitored to maintain
water quality, site productivity, &
native biological diversity.

Available a Planet Hardwood,
St. George, VT. 802-482-4404

Logger Bill Torrey (left), VFF certified landowner Paul Cate (center),and Richard Czaplinski
admire the frst bach of Family Forest® fooring at Planet Hardwood.

Inter ested in taking part?

Any Vermont Family Forests cetified landowner can tale pat in the flooring project.
Landowners can either simp} sell their logs to the mill and eceive the stumpae value
of the logs or they can choose to stg on as an irvestor in the \alue-adding process (with
a maximum investment poportional to their log boaid footage). Though the initial floor-
ing batch was small and ineficient, the economic eturns were very encouraging.

The hadest pat-figuring out the logistics relationships and paperwork involved in cre-
ating, warehousing and marketing the fooring-has been donePlanet Hardwood pro-
vides a etail outlet for the flooring. Vermont Family Forests povides the maket story of
locally grown and produced fooring from healthy, well-managed forests We are also
planning to activate an LLC subsidiay of Vermont Family Forests to encompass pr
duction of Family Forest® fooring.

If you are planning a hawest in your cettified forest and would like to take pat in the
flooring project (or would like to cetify your forest so tha you can tale pat), please
contact Vermont Family Forests f



Upcoming Events

VFF workshops arheldain or shingout sometimesteeme waher conditions will cause us to canaekshepPlease call
theVFF ofices (453-7728) the ning ofthe gent in case dfeary r@in, snav, or high windsVe will lese a mesga on the
ansvering mdaine ifthe gent is cancelldébr pograms deed ly other upsplease call the listed contact.

Beltane Community Forest Festival

Date: Saurday, April 29, 2006

Time: 5pm

Location: The Waterworks Property, Plank Rd. Bristol
(chedk VFF website or call us ér directions)

Join us on the beautiful shoes of Norton Brook resewroir to cele
brate springtime forests and comnunity. Come raise the Maypole
and join in a potludk dinner, May pole dance singing, and drum-
ming by a lakeside bonire.

Bring your children, your friends a dish to shae, a drum if you
like, a flashlight in case pu stay past dak, and celdrate spring!

Earth Day Celebration

Date:Saurday, April 22, 2006

Time: 11:30AM - 3:30 PM

Location: University of Vermont's Jricho Forest,127 Tarbox Road, Jericho, VT

We'll provide shelter drinks, sandviches & chips. Please bring a dish or desdetio share.

During this fun and informal gathering, participants can tale pat in several project tours, as UVM students shag their conser
vation projects with the comnunity. Tours indude development of a consewation trail, riparian zone restoration, community
consewation circle & green wood yurt, sustainadle forestry demonstiation plots, American Chestrut Re-Introduction, humble
bowls and hawest table project, UVM Woodsmen'sTeam demonstation, and more! Contact daid.brynn@uvm.edu.

WANTED: Game of Logging Levels I-IlI
A forested landscae to raise a amily | iqq. May 2, 9, 17, 2006

Once gjain, these &cellent dhainsav training courses hae filled. We are tak
ing waiting list names and do sometimes hee cancelldions. Also, be sue to
contact us ifyou're interested in enolling in our autumn Game of Logging

Are you interested in:
- leaming about birds that
nest on your property?

; . workshops
- managing for timber pro-
duction & for wildlif e ) . ]
enhancement? Managing Your Forest for Vermont's Birds
- identifying the birds singing in your ]
woodlot? Dates: Friday, June 9th 7-9 pmAND Saturday, June 10th 8 am -3 pm
- discovering why your forest is dobally Location: Burnham Hall, Lincoln (and field sites in Lincoln)
important to breeding bids? Cost: free

- spending time outdoos enjoying your

property in a new way? Join Audubon Vermont and Vermont Family Forests to lean how to identify

12 key migratory bird species § sight and soundhow to monitor birds on
your property, and how to manage your forest to piovide breeding haitat for
Vermont's forest bids The Fiday evening session will intoduce Audubon
Vermont's Forest Bid Initiative and the gals behind the landaner work-
shops On Saurday, you'll spend most ofthe day in the field identifying for-
est bids and looking a bird-friendly forest manayement piactices Please
contact Audubon Vermont to register or the workshop & 802-434-3068.

Then join Audubon Vermont and Vermont
Family Forests br ManagingYour Forest ér
Vemonts Bids a free hands-on workshop
to leam how. See the eents listing br
details
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Who's new in the Vermont Family Forests Cetif ication Program?

Paul and Sandal Cé&e, East Montpelier, Vermont

In an era when sub-dvision is steadiy reducing the sie of
the average family forests inVermont , Paul and Sandal Cte
of East Montpelier hare been lisy reassembing the pieces of
an old family farm. Back in the 1940sthe farmer who owned
their land divided the pioperty to sell off the forestland.In
1977,the Caes bought the 12-aer farm with Paul's paents
then later purchased the adjacent 54-aerforest.

In the 29 years since thenthey've huilt their home, literally
and figuratively, upon this land."Farm life is \ery settling,"
Sandal eflects "We haven't been jumping aound to different
jobs" On the farm, they've raised henspigs (they cure their
own hams and bacon)pees beef cows, and a hoise Each
year, they press cider fom apples in their old orchard. Paul
and Sandal lilt a log sugr house to poduce male symup
from 200-350 tas then kuilt a log home where they raised
two sons

The decision to cdify their land was a naural extension of
their life and work."I'm in the low-impact forestry business'
Paul says of his work as brest manajement consultant and
logger. "We're trying to do the best v can br the landowner
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and land. It's hard to speak fom a point of knowledge if
you're not involved in it yourself | was impressed lg what
Vermont Family Forests was doing"

Building a dynamic, local forest-poducts network is a high
priority for Paul. "I'm really interested in gcling things local
ly," he sys. Because

most of VFF's cetified

forests ae over the

mountain from him,

he's encouaging

landowners in his aea

to join VFF's cettifica-

tion program to creae

a cetified land base in

the Montpelier area.

At the Shellurne Farms
Harvest Festial last fall,
Paul Cate shaes his
enthusiasm or low-
impact forestry with
festival participants.



